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LITERARY NOTES.
WE are informed that Messrs. Jack have purchased
Pannell's Reference Book, and they announce its- reissue
in the autumn under the title of Jack's Reference Book.
Tllis publication has already achieved a wide popularity,
and, in its new form it is expected that it will be found
still more usefui. It consists of over 1,000 pages of small
type, and the publishers have arranged to keep the type
standing, so that alterations may be made as they become
necessary. The book will therefore be continually kept up

to date, and will be. at once a cheap and thoroughly
trustworthy encyclopaedia.
The St. Bartholomew's Hospital Journal for June

contains an interesting article by Mr. D'Arcy Power on
early surgical consultations at that ancient hospital.
These consultations, he says, take us back to a time when
the memory of man ranneth not, and are one of the last
survivals of a custom which was wellnigh universal
throughout Europe, for where there was a guild of
surgeons there the custom of consultations was in full
swing. Elsewhere the custom has died with the corpora-

tions which nourished it, but at St. Bartholomew's it was
revived by the influence of Sir James Paget. The earliest
record of consultations in London occurs in the first
record of surgeons in 1369. In 1435 a guild of surgeons
was in existence, and among its regulations was one to
the following effect:
And, moreover, if any person of the said fellowship have any

idesperate case which is likely to end in death or disablement,
or of whose nature he is ignorant, he shall show it to the
Masters or to some of them within four or five days under
penalty to pay to the common box thirteen shillings and four-
pence. And, if any of the Masters be required by any of the
fellowship to see such a desperate case, and he will not come
there to see it either for comfort of the sick or the honour of the
craft, he shall pay to the box at each time and as often as he is
lherein faulty six shillings and eightpence.
The master and wardens of the guild were summoned to
these consultations, which soon became valuable perqui-

sites of the office. When the Guild of Surgeons united
with the Company of Barbers in 1540 the practice was

continued. Penalties were inflicted for failure to" present"
patients. Thus, on June 27th, 1568, one John Frend was

committed to prison "for a patient dying under his hand
and not presented." In 1573 the same John Frend was

fined for a similar offence. In the eighteenth century the
duty of inspecting cases presented was allotted to an

Examiner in surgery, and in 1712 it is recorded that "it
was ordered that Mr. Small be summoned to appear

before the governors at the next court to answer a com-

plaint against him for amputating a breast without calling
-an Examiner to be present. After the dissolution of the
United Company of Barbers and Surgeons in 1745, the

Surgeons' Company no longer exercised the right to call
for the presentation of cases.
At the eighteenth Congress of French Alienist$ and

Neurologists, held at the beginninig of August, the presi-
dent, Dr. Cullerre, of La Roche-sur-Yon, took for the sub-
ject of his address the medical psychology of the Court of
Louis XIV. Voltaire has written the glories of the Grand
Si'ecle; its infamies are leaping to light as the records of
the epidemic of crime known as l'affaire des poisons, of
sorcery, the horrible parody known as the " Black Mass,"
and the almost inhuman immorality of the time are

laid bare by historical investigators. Dr. Cullerre
shows that mental disorder was prevalent to an extent
that may serve to explain some at least of the scandals
which disgraced the reign of the Sun-King. It was a time
when great folk considered themselves above the laws not
-only of ordinary morality but of elementary decency.
What are we to think of a dauphiness wbo was in the
hlabit of having an enema administered to her in
the very presence of the King? Or of a princess
who habitually relieved her bowels on getting up

from table, and having no time to reach the door,
left a train of filth behind her as she went? Of a royal

duke who received visitors when seated on a close stool?
These people may have supplied Swift with some touches
-for the description of his Yahoos. The memoirs of Saint-
-Simon are full of cases of eccentricity and abnormality of
conduct which would at the present day warrant certifca-
tion as lunacy. The Richelieu family affords instances of
delirium of persecution, melancholia, megalomania, and
dipsomania. Some of the greatest ladies of the Court'

drank to excess, but Dr. Cullerre points out that, on the
whole, there is little evidence of alcoholism, puerperal
mania, or general paralysis in that dissolute Court. He
attributes the prevalence of other forms of mental dis-
orders to the fact that courtiers were more exposed than
people are nowadays to moral shock-as from loss of the
royal favour, failure in intrigue, disappointment in love or
what passed among them for that sentiment, and mysticism
with its sudden conversions, its crazy scruples, and its
easy relapses into sin. Moreover, their privileged life led
to the unrestrained development of whatever germ of
eccentricity there might have been in the natural charac-
ter. The chief feature of the mental pathology of the
Court of Louis XIV was, in short, a constitutional want of
equilibrium of the nervous system, showing itself in the
absence of self-control and in intellectual and moral
degeneracy.

In the Deutsche medizinische WVochenschrift of Sep.
tember 3rd there is a reproduction of a picture by Job.
Gelle entitled " The Doctor as Devil." Under it is
the following epigram, which is a variant of the epigram
"Three faces has the doctor," etc., which we published
last week:

Ast ego si penitus jam sanum praemia poscam
Ille Deus pridem mox eacodaemon ero.
Cautior exemplo tu dum dolet accipe nostro
Qui medice (ae) exerces gnaviter artis opus.

The italics are significant. Some lines in the same
sense, but applying to lawyers as well as doctors, are
attributed by our contemporary to a mediaeval writer:

Dum aegrotus visitatur,
Dum processus ventilatur,
Cura te accipere.

Nam aegroto restituto,
Et processu absoluto,
Nemo curat solvere.

Has not Oliver Wendell Holmes said something to tl- e
same effect about tailors' bills ?-how readily most men will
pay for a coat when the gloss of newness is fresh upon it;
but when it is glazed and threadbare one (to use a classic
phrase) sighs like ricks as one lugs out the money!
Degeneracy may almost be said to be fashionable nowa-

days, since writers of the Lombroso school have taught us
to see the signs of it in every one. One of the Italian
professor's disciples, Max Nordau and in certain cases, it
must be admitted, with much insight-dealt with de-
generacy in writers. He was more concerned, however,
with extravagance in thought and expression in men of
real, though morbid, power than with what may be termed
the outward and visible signs of degeneracy as manifested
in writing. These have lately been dealt with by a French
physician, Dr. Roques de Fursac. According to him, the
most characteristic feature in the writing of degenerates
is its inordinate length and their readiness to rush into
print whenever they see an opportunity. They seem
to be unable to find scope for their deliverances
in less than three columns. They correct their
manuscript with scrupulous care, always, however,
inereasing its length. They bestow great pains
on their effusions, choosing the paper w-ith extreme
care, arranging their headlines, crossheads, and so forth
with an eye to symmetry; the margin and spacing are
perfectly regular; they deal freely' in italics (which it may
be remembered Lord Beaconsfield called " the last resource
of the forcible-feebles "); they seek to give emphasis to
words or sentences by writing them large or in different
kinds of ink. Lastly they keep copies of all their pro-
ductions, arrange them, catalogue them, and add comments
to them. That many people are moved on the slightest
provocation to give the public the benefit of their views on
things in general is shown by the contents of newspapers,
especially during the silly season. Theophile Gautier
hated writing letters, which he called de la copie quc 1'on7
ne paie pas. But it would seem that for a large proportion
of the British public it is remuneration enough'to see
their names in print. How these scribblet s treasure their
productions is shown by the example of a gentleman who
has actually republished his letters to the Press in two,
if not' in three, volumes. We ourselves-sed motos
praestat componere flutctus ! We will restrain the
waves of emotion that surge within the editorial veins,
and merely venture to express a charitable hope that fre-
quency and prolixity in writing are not necessarily to
le taken as signs of degeneracy.


